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REGULAR MEETING, KNOX COMMON COUNCIL JANUARY 14, 2014

The Common Council of the City of Knox met in regular session at the Knox City Hall at 7:00 PM
CST on Tuesday January 14, 2014 with the following members present: Mayor, Rick Chambers;
Clerk-Treasurer, Jeff Houston; Councilmembers, Don Kring, Greg Matt, Jeff Berg, Linda Berndt
and City Attorney, Dave Matsey. Councilmember Ron Parker was absent.

There were no amendments to the agendé.

RE: APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes of the previous meeting were mailed to the Councilmembers prior to the meeting for
their review. Greg Matt made a motion seconded by Jeff Berg to approve the minutes as
presented. Motion passed with Four (4) ayes and No (0) nays.

RE: PARK DISCUSSION - CHRIS MARSHAL

Chris Marshal of the Park Board came before the Council to discuss funding options for the park
department. At the last meeting Park Board President Ray Stephenson had proposed charging a
flat fee for the use of the concession stand instead of charging a percentage of the gross and
also charging for baseball members. Chris also suggesting raising the price of park shelter
rentals.

Mayor Chambers had consulted with the City Attorney and he feels fees can be raised by the Park
Board with a resolution and then the council passing an ordinance. '

City Attorney Matsey stated we also need to do something with the park hours to prohibit access
in all the parks after hours. Mr. Marshall said they need to add on to a present building as
they need more room.

Councilmember Ron Parker arrived at this point.

Mr. Marshall noted that the department spent $2,000.00 for equipment to care for the playing
fields and that many of the lights need replacing.

Clerk-Treasurer Houston explained the different funds that are available for the park. mayor
Chambers and the City attorney will attend the next Park Board meeting on January 23 at 6:00
PM.

RE: ELECTION OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT FOR 2014

Mayor Chambers opened the floor for nominations for Council President. Greg Matt nominated Don
Kring. Ron Parker seconded the nomination. No other nominations were made. Motion passed
with Five (5) ayes and No (0) nays.

RE: APPOINTMENTS OF DEPARTMENT HEADS FOR 2014

Mayor Chambers made the following appointments for 2014:

CITY ATTORNEY DAVID MATSEY

STREET SUPERINTENDENT JEFF BORG

WATER SUPERINTENDENT TODD GARDNER

WASTEWATER SUPERINTENDENT KELLY CLEMONS

PARK SUPERINTENDENT GEORGE BYERS

PLANNING COMMISSION ADMINISTRATOR BRUCE WILLIAMS

POLICE CHIEF CLINT NOREM

FIRE CHIEF KEN PFOST

ANIMAL CONTROL APPOINTMENT TO BE MADE LATER
ORDINANCE OFFICER VACANT

STARKE COUNTY ALCOHOL BEVERAGE BOARD WILLIAM E GUSTAFSON

KIRP-C MAYOR CHAMBERS

STARKE COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION MAYOR CHAMBERS AND GREG MATT
STARKE COUNTY VISITORS ASSOCIATION MAYOR CHAMBERS

STARKE COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT MAYOR CHAMBERS, AND DONALD KRING
KNOX PLANNING COMMISSION BRENT VANNORMAN, STEVE DODGE, MIKE SKINNER,

TINA NOREM

RE: VOLUNTEER FIREMAN'S COMPENSATION

City Attorney Dave Matsey explained the case of Volunteer Fireman Wayne Noah. Mr. Noah was
hurt investigating an arson fire. The City only carried the minimum workers comp. insurance af
the time of $400.00 per week. The City has since increased the income protection to $1,000.00
per week. Mr. Matsey spoke to Charlie Pride at the State Board of Accounts and was told the
only way the City could compensate Mr. Noah above what the insurance paid was as a settlement
offer to threatened litigation. Councilman Kring voiced concern about setting a precedent if
the City offered to compensate Mr. Noah. Mayor Chambers said Mr. Noah is looking to recoup
$2,003.20 that he claims he lost based on a 40 hour week. City Attorney Matsey said that the
Mayor needs to ascertain whether Mr. Noah is going to pursue this before the City can make him
an offer.

RE: FIRE CONTRACT FOR CENTER AND JACKSON TOWNSHIP

Clerk-Treasurer Houston presented the contracts for fire protection for Center and Jackson
Township. Center Township's Contract will stay the same as last year, but due to typographical
errors the contract will be presented at the next Council meeting. The Jackson Township
Trustee requested that a set amount of $5,000.00 per year be substituted for the $650.00 per
fire call to facilitate easier budgeting. Clerk-Treasurer Houston said this was also alright
with the Fire Department. The money goes into the general fund to offset the general cost of
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the fire department. The general consensus seemed to be that this would also be alright with
the Council. The Clerk-Treasurer will present this contract also at the next meeting.

RE: CLERK-TREASURER'S REPORT

Clerk-Treasurer Houston said that this is a very busy time of the year in his department. The
following reports are being worked on to be submitted within the first couple of months. The
Redevelopment report for TIF; the Cities and Towns Annual Report; the Agriculture Department
Water Utility report; the 100-R report of current employees and benefits; the 1099 notices to
all non payroll recipients who received $600.00 or more last year, 2-2's and police pension
relief reports.

RE: CITY ATTORNEY'S REPORT

City attorney Dave Matsey reported that he is working with the city on the Ordinance
violations. Violators should have been served. This should help with enforcement of
ordinances, since people will see that there are consequences for not complying.

He will be working with Toll Brothers on the new bond issuance. there will be a meeting
immediately proceeding our next council meeting. A representative from Toll Brothers should be
present. Toll Brothers is footing the bill so there are no obligations to the City.

The City has been notified that they are required to adopt a new flood plain ordinance due to
new flood plain maps. A model ordinance has been sent to the City. A draft has been approved
and the Mayor will present it to the Council at the first meeting in February.

RE: MAYOR'S REPORT

Mayor Chambers said the Street Department worked diligently during the last storm to get the
streets cleaned. The City also hired a man to shovel sidewalks different places around the
City. There are also a lot of standing water problems now that the snow is melting. The Mayor
also noted that the City's water utility customers are using about 100,000 gallons over the
usual average which indicates that there are several water line breaks throughout the City.

Mayor Chambers noted that the City has a problem with semi truck parking, you can presently
park a truck anywhere as long as it is on private property. Water and sewer lines are being
damaged as well as the streets. The Mayor would like the council to pass a 10,000 lb weight
restriction on vehicles with exemptions for such things as local deliveries, busses, trash
trucks, etc.

RE: COUNCIL ITEMS £
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Councilmember Linda Berndt passed out a letter from Sheriff ’ . Geyer of Pulaski County to
Ccity Police Chief Clint Norem commending Patrolman Harold Smith for his assistance in
investigating and identifying a suspect in a bank robbery that occurred December 23rd at
Monterey State Bank.

Councilmember Jeff Berg notified the Council the WKVI will take new pictures at the next
meeting.

Councilmember Greg Matt noted that there are about seven properties in Parkview Heights are
going up for tax sale. City Attorney Matsey has discussed this situation with the County

Attorney, Marty Lucas, about the City possibly purchasing them at that time.

RE: VOUCHERS AND ALLOWANCES

The following properly filed vouchers (see Voucher Docket Book, Voucher #17860 - #17919
inclusive) were presented and approved.

There being no further business to come before the council the meeting upon motion was duly
adjourned.

Rick Chambers, Mayor

Attest:
Jeffery J. Houston, Clerk-Treasurer




